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Highlight of Past Week

Tujunga Wellfield Site Discovery Update (Tujunga, CA): Los Angeles Water Quality Control 
Board is following up on sites identified by EPA as potential PRPs associated with wellfield 
contamination. Site assessment sites which have been on hold since our site discovery and 
sampling efforts in 2010 are going to be reviewed by the board for their PRP search. Site 
investigations of these sites were put on hold to allow for final ground water results of the 
upgradient plume to be reviewed so as to allow EPA the option to decide whether further EPA 
efforts are necessary or should be curtailed in lieu of the Board taking the lead on the sites. 
(Contact: Matt Mitguard, x2-3096)

Haystack FOIA: After one year, we completed our response to a request from BNSF’s outside 
counsel for information related to Navajo Haystack abandoned uranium mines 
(EPA-R9-2015-010125).  

 
 

 
 

Contact: Linda Reeves, x2-3445, Sarah Mueller, x2-3953)

Triple Site (Sunnyvale, CA): Seven mitigation system installations are in progress at residential 
buildings in the Duane/San Miguel Avenue neighborhood, with two additional buildings planned 
for late September/early October. Under EPA's oversight, the RP is installing "auto dialer" 
remote communications equipment on all of the mitigation systems, which will provide an 
immediate notification to EPA and the RPs in the event of system failures. We continue to reach 
out to two remaining property owners who have declined mitigation.  

 
 

 
Contact: Melanie Morash, x2-3050 or Alejandro Diaz, x2-3242)

Selma Pressure Treating Company (Selma, CA): An Action Memo was approved to provide 
reverse osmosis treatment systems for two private residential wells located downgradient of the 
Selma Pressure Treating Company Superfund Site that exceed the State of California MCL for 
hexavalent chromium (10 µg/L). The reverse osmosis treatment systems will lower hexavalent 
chromium concentrations below the State of California MCL. The Action Memo covers 
installation and operation and maintenance of the systems for a 12 month period. After that time, 
DTSC will be responsible for the cost of regular operation and maintenance. As an interim 

Deliberative Process (b) (5)

Deliberative Process (b) (5)



measure, DTSC is providing bottled water to residents until the systems are installed and 
operating. EPA staff and contractors are inspecting the wells this week. (Contact: Grace Ma, 
x7-4212 or Chris Reiner, x2-3414)

Moffett Field Hangar One Bona Fide Prospective Purchaser Doing Work Agreement With 
Planetary Ventures, LLC (Google): On September 5, Angeles Herrera signed the Bona Fide 
Prospective Purchaser Doing Work Agreement (Agreement) with Planetary Ventures, LLC (PV), 
the real estate arm of Google, Inc. The Agreement requires PV to conduct a pilot study to 
remove contaminants (mainly lead and PCBs) from Hangar One’s structure, to implement a 
removal action if it is selected by the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (Hangar 
One’s current owner), and to pay EPA’s Oversight Costs.  

 a Federal Register Notice will be published to announce a 30 day public 
comment period. The Agreement may be modified or withdrawn based on the comments 
received. (Contact: Judy C. Huang, x2-3681)

Moffett Naval Air Station: EPA and the San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control 
Board issued a letter to the Navy on September 7, invoking informal dispute over the Agencies' 
request to the Navy to conduct a Supplemental Remedial Investigation (RI) at Site 7. Site 7 is 
comprised of the land underlying Hangars 2 and 3. The Navy's response to the Agencies' request 
indicated that it would take 5 to 10 years to reopen the site and complete the work. The extended 
time frame to complete the Supplemental RI is unacceptable given the near-term planned reuse 
of the building and the potential associated risks from VOCs detected in the subsurface. The 
Agencies' request was based on new subslab data that VOCs exceed site-specific screening target 
concentration levels (TCLs) and suggest a potential source that has not been previously 
evaluated by the Navy.  

 
(Contact: Yvonne Fong, x7-4117)

Continuing Challenge Conference, Sacramento: Members of the Response, Preparedness and 
Prevention Branch are at Continuing Challenge Conference in Sacramento September 6-8. 
Among other presentations, Jeremy Johnstone presented on a panel with CalOSHA and the 
Sacramento County CUPA on accidental release prevention at ammonia refrigeration facilities. 
(Contact: Jeremy Johnstone, x2-3499)
Honolulu Rail Transit Project (Honolulu, Hawaii): Brownfields staff met with the Honolulu 
Authority Rapid Transit to discuss three stations of the 21 stations within the expected 20-mile 
corridor. The stations discussed included the Downtown, Civic Center and Kaka’ako stations. 
The discussions centered around the assistance the brownfields program can provide to the 
surrounding properties that can benefit from transit-oriented development. Many of the 
properties in the surrounding area are former industrial, agricultural or properties impacted by 
historical infill. All of the stations will include interpretative signage and art programs that 
highlight the cultural significance or traditions of the area. (Contact: Noemi Emeric-Ford, 
x4-1821)

Deliberative Process (b) (5)
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Honolulu Local Food Local Places (Honolulu, Hawaii): Brownfields staff participated in the 
Office of Sustainable Communities Local Foods Local Places technical assistance workshop in 
Honolulu. The 3-day training brought together over 15 organizations focusing on local foods and 
community livability in Kaka’ako that resulted in a food system action plan. A team of experts 
covered topics relating to transit-oriented development, coastal adaptation, environmental 
stewardship and community building. The workshop started with a tour of the community’s key 
sites and points of interest then an evening session that focused on big-picture topics and 
affirming the vision and goals. The next two days focused on developing the action plan. The 
Kaka’ako area comprises about 600-acres between the financial center of downtown and the 
prominent Waikiki area, the area is critically underdeveloped. Currently, about 90% of food is 
imported into Hawaii from about 2,500 miles away and offers a supply chain inventory of only 
10 days. Given that, the goal of the workshop was to assist in the community’s efforts to 
incorporate local food production as a planning strategy for the Kaka’ako area. A steering 
committee will continue to work on implementing the activities under the action plan created. 
(Contact: Noemi Emeric-Ford, x4-1821)
 



  

Significant Items for Next Week

 

EO13650 All Hands Summit: To mark the 3
rd
 anniversary of Executive Order (EO) 13650 - 

Improving Chemical Facility Safety and Security, OSHA, EPA, and DHS will hold a National 
EO 13650 all-hands meeting, September 13-15. The meeting will bring the EO Regional 
tri-chairs together with the EO Executive Committee and National Committee tri-chairs to share 
successes, challenges, best practices, and lessons learned; provide updates on chemical security 
regulations; and to discuss the path forward. (Contact: Bill Jones, 619-235-4776)

Ammonia Refrigeration Training: Johnstone, Steiner, Nixon and Deyoe will attend an 
Ammonia Refrigeration for Regulators training in San Ramon on September 14. (Contact: 
Jeremy Johnstone, x2-3499)

CalOSHA Proposed Refinery Process Safety Management Rule: Johnstone will attend a 
public hearing on CalOSHA's Proposed Refinery PSM rules in Martinez on September 15. 
(Contact: Jeremy Johnstone, x-2-3499)

Press Stories, Significant Policy, Regulatory, or Legal Actions (2-3 weeks out)

CAA 112(r) General Duty Clause Inspections on Navajo:  
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. (Contact: Jeremy Johnstone, x2-3499)

Grant Announcements

Legislative Engagement

Travel, Training, Public/National Meetings, and Speaking Engagements

30-60 Day Outlook

Other Information

Division Director Schedule:
 

Internal to Region 9

Confidential Information

Enforcement 7 (A)

Internal Personnel (b) (2)




